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Abstract

Yan Fu is an important thinker in modern China. He translated a large number of the
system of Western academic thought which opened the tide of the liberation of Modem
Chinese Thought. Yan advocated constitutional monarchy political reform against the radical
revolution. Yan Fu. Adheried to the progressive ideas of reform into the political life Yan Fu
have witnessed the consequences of material over the West later years and turned to the
traditional Chinese culture. However, elucidation of traditional culture in focus at the same
time, he still claimed to absorb Western learning, and continued to adhere to the path of
gradual reform.

Fu went into the private school at 7-year-old receiving influence of Chinese traditional
culture. After graduted from Fuzhou Shipping school, He came into contacting with western
science knowledge by studying in the United Kingdom, and had good understanding of
Western political, economic and social system. Yan endorsed British conservatism point of
view and opposed to radical revolution. He proposed on the basis of respect for tradition in
order to promote the social reform actively and steadily. Yan believed that Western society not
have had a long democratic tradition, but also long-brewing democratic system. Because
Chinese society was the low level of national education and the lack of real talent, It was
worse for sudden government institutions to implement a democratic system. From national
sources, national political characteristics, features and other aspects of social
development ,Yan Fu was influenced by the theory of evolution of human society that
development of human society was the need to condition. and only in certain conditions the
social development could go to the next Stage. He believed that the key for China to achieve
prosperity lying in their own efforts . Fu thought that gradual reform was not only the interest

of China but the reform was the best path of development.

Keyword: Yanfu Reform Revolution Conservatism Political Thought
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